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Winter 2000
President’s Report
by Ed, VE4EAR
Hello everyone! I trust everyone is finished with their
fall/winter preparations and can now settle down to some
serious radio fun.
The freezing rain and snow of early November did a fair
bit of damage to a lot of antennas in southern Manitoba.
Those with exposed matching networks may have
experienced the most difficulty as gamma matches were
turned into solid blocks of ice. This usually resulted in
severe mismatches on transmit and a lower receive level.
Some of the links in the MRS backbone were affected but as
you read this, all should be back in operation.
It seems there is some mixed feelings over changes in
the format of the Sunday and Thursday nets. The executive
has received both positive and negative comments on these
changes. At the last Annual General meeting, the topic was
discussed at length and the views of those present as
indicated by a unanimous vote, were put into effect by the
executive. Since nothing is ever written in stone, changes
can always be made in the future. Another good reason to
come out to one of the general meetings and let your views
be known. The executive is always anxious to hear the views
of our members, so please, don’t keep your ideas and
impressions to yourself.
And speaking of ideas, please let your executive know
what you feel the priorities should be over the next year, two
years and five years. Obviously maintaining the existing
system in an operational state is number one on our list.
Some of the other ideas we are moving toward are, replacing
VE4WPG and possibly other repeaters with more modern
equipment. We are also investigating the possibility of
re-routing our western backbone between VE4MAN and
Brandon. If put into place, our plan would provide a more
reliable path and better VHF coverage along the Trans
Canada highway. Don’t be shy…please give us your ideas
and views.

Distributed to all Current Members
As the holiday season draws upon us, and another year
to an end, I want to extend a huge warm thank you to all the
members and non-members alike, that have given their time,
energy and resources, over the past year in keeping the
repeater network operational. Many weekends were spent
repairing shelters, tuning receivers, filters, tracking
interference, educating new hams, aligning antennas, and
testing, testing, testing. If you would like to get involved,
please don’t hesitate to volunteer. You certainly don’t need
to be an expert, often just another pair of hands is all that is
required. It’s a great learning experience and a wonderful
way to meet new friends. It’s also a great way to support
your repeater society.
Still with the thank you's, another huge one for Derek,
VE4HAY, for another newsletter. I know its tough for him to
come up with interesting material to fill these pages time
after time soooo…. Why not write something up and share it
with the rest of us. A new antenna design, your favorite
winter project, or an interesting contest or DX experience. If
you don’t feel inclined to write your own piece, how about
passing an interesting article you have read elsewhere along
to Derek. In either case, I am sure Derek would be extremely
grateful.
While it is a busy time of year, don’t forget those that
may be alone, confined to hospital, or in poor health. Often a
cheerful 2-meter contact with them will add a lot of
brightness to an otherwise cloudy day. With that said, I
want close by extending the very warmest seasons greetings
and wishes for a healthy, prosperous and DX filled New
Year to all of you and your families. Stay warm and be safe
as we enter 2001!

Important Dates:
MRS:Thursday at 9:00 pm MRS Semi-Weekly Net
Sunday at 1:00 pm - MRS Semi-Weekly Net
WARC: Dec 11 - Xmas Party
WSC: Dec 14 - Xmas Party
Dec 20 - Annual General Meeting
ARES: Mar 21 - WPS Disaster Team.
Other: Dec 31 - RAC Canada Winter Contest
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Technical Committee

M.R.S. Current Fee Schedule
Current & Renewal Members
$25.00 per calendar year
New members only - Pro-rated quarterly
January to December $25.00
April - December
$18.75
July to December
$12.50
October to December $ 6.25
- First time members are no longer required to pay a one
time only initiation fee of $10.00 on top of the regular
fee. Their membership fee is pro-rated for the first year
only.
- Family membership is for each additional members
residing at the same residence as the initial member.
$10.00 each

Industry Canada Amateur Centre
Voice 1-888-780-3333 (toll-free)
Fax:
1-613-991-5575
E-mail: spectrum.amateur@ic.gc.ca
Web: http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/spectrum

Newscaster Advertising Rates:
All advertising is black & white and must be
submitted in electronic format.
full page $75.00
½ page $40.00
¼ page $20.00
bus.card $10.00
For more information or to place an ad please contact
any executive member.

Comments or if you just want to reach us :

Newscaster Editor
Manitoba Repeater Society
C/O VE4WSC
598 St. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 3L5
http://www.ve4.net/mrs/

VE4CDN
With the first blast of winter reaching us in early
November, we were inundated with rain, freezing rain, and
then snow. The rain wasn't really much of a problem in the
Morris area other than saturating the area's farmland, setting
us up for potential springtime flooding. The freezing rain
that followed as temperatures went down caused more
immediate effects as roads, hydro lines, and antennae were
covered with the ice.
There were many power outages and spikes
causing circuit breakers and other equipment protection
devices to trip, requiring re-setting. One such outage tripped
the AC supply at the VE4CDN site. The actual problem at
the site still hasn't been completely resolved at the NM
Paterson grain terminal but the repeater has been restored to
almost normal operation. A Company electrician will be out
at the site over the next while to trouble-shoot the system
there so we again have access to the 24-hour electrical
service.
Ice buildup on the UHF linking antennae also
caused trouble with the link. As much as 2 inches (5 cm?) of
ice surrounded the driven element (gamma match), boom,
and all the other elements. I was able to access the site on
Monday November 13th to de-ice the antenna. About 2
gallons of hot water loosened enough ice to clear the
reflector, driven element, and a couple of director elements.
The link is working normally now.
The backup power supply has been altered since
the electrical outage at the site. I have moved the UHF link
off the backup system for the time being. This allows double
the service time for the VHF repeater. If there were a major
power outage, Starbuck repeater would be off so there
would be nothing to link to, so we would be wasting battery
power. This can be changed back when our designated
24-hour circuit is restored. Also the repeater is on backup
power through the night now and cycling the batteries
constantly might damage them; if only using the VHF
repeater, low usage won't completely drain the batteries
overnight.
The audio problems on the VHF & UHF side of this
site have been cleaned up at the repeater site. The path loss
that appears every once in a while is being looked at, and it
is hope that we might be able to raise our link antenna up
another 50+ feet. If we get the permission from the host of
the site to do this, then this should just about eliminate any
path loss p roblem that may exist.
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VE4MAN
This site has been tweaked several times over the
summer and fall. We may have a problem with the audio
levels going through the links and when we can get time we
will look into this we will.
VE4NEP
Once again no news is good news. We talked with some
of the users of this site during the MARMFest and they said
everything is working very well.
VE4GIM
A trip to this site was made in the early summer/ late fall,
and the sensitivity problem was corrected. Since then we
have heard of no problems with the site. Future plans still
exist to link this site directly to the Palomar controller in
Winnipeg, rather than going through the VE4VJ repeater.
VE4MIL
The link radio to VE4FAL was reinstalled in early
November and is working very well. The transmit/recieve
frequency on the VE4WPG link was realigned. The audio
levels on all links and repeaters was checked and adjusted.
VE4EMB
A new roof on the shack was installed in this site in late
summer. This was required due to damage caused by ice
falling off the 600’ tower and collapsing the old roof. An
experiment was done on the possibility of Linking this site to
the VE4MIL site. The results look very promising and we will
be preceding on this as time and equipment permits. A link
on this site will provide for better changes of someone
monitoring this repeater( or a linked repeater) during the
non-tourist months, there-by providing better safety for the
traveling motorist and amateur.
VE4VJ
Nothing needs to be done on this site. The signals from
here are very good.
VE4WPG
We have been experiencing a lot of interference on this
site since the Spring right through to the late Fall. The fist
problem was a stray signal that we think might have been
coming form the area of Can-West Global park that seemed
to cause a problem in the input frequency of the link form
VE4MIL. While we never fully determined what the signal
was, it is now gone since the baseball season has wound
down. We then turned on the link radio once we confirmed
the interference was gone. We had major problems with the
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mixing of at least three signal getting into the input of the
VHF side of the system. With the help of VE4TOM of
PrairieComm, we have just about eliminated this problem.
Over the winter it is hoped that we can build some frequency
specific reject filters to get rid of the other offending signals.
The path to VE4MAN is very poor and seems to drop out
once in a while. The reason is the indoor antenna we are
using. We have applied to the host site for permission to
rebuild our antenna support structure to a more stronger on
condensed structure (three flimsy structures combined into
one short tower). At that time we will move the indoor
antenna to the new structure and end up with a very solid
path. We will also install a link antenna for the VE4GIM
repeater which is the first step on transferring the linking of
this repeater from the OLD VE4VJ hub system to the Palomar
system.
VE4WRS
We have heard of no problems with the auto-patch
system.

Minutes of Semi-Annual General Meeting
August 19, 2000
By Dick, VE4HK
Meeting took place at Austin, MB Marmfest and began
at 2:13 p.m. Derek Hay VE4HAY, immediate past president,
presiding
VE4HAY welcomed all members and guests attending
Each person present identified him or herself. 25
members on hand

M.R.S. Current Executive
President
Vice president
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership
Technical Chair
Members at Large

Past President

Ed Richardson . . . . . . . . . . VE4EAR
Gord Snarr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4GLS
Dick Maguire . . . . . . . . . . . VE4GLS
Gary Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4YH
Roy Maguire . . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4EN
Yori Tsuji . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4ACX
Albert Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4AJB
Paula Ehn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4MHZ
Grant Delaney . . . . . . . . . . VE4HDG
Derek Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . VE4HAY
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Treasurer’s Report
Oral report, presented by Roy VE4EN, on behalf of Gary
VE4YH. The MRS has approximately $4100.00 in the bank,
which compares favourably with last year at this time. We
have no outstanding bills.
Membership Report
Presented by Roy Maguire VE4EN. The club has
approximately 210 members, which is down about 42-48 from
last year. This seems to continue the trend of the past few
years in MRS and other organizations.
Technical Report
Presented by Derek VE4HAY
VE4MIL- The link between VE4MIL and VE4FAL is
down. It is being fixed. The link from VE4MIL to VE4WPG
has receive problems, and is noisy.
VE4MAN – The link between VE4MAN and VE4WPG is
drifting when it becomes hot. Winter should solve the
problem.
VE4CDN – The audio is high, probably due to a
deviation problem.
VE4NEP and VE4GIM are working well
VE4WRS phone patch is working well
The Technical Committee plans to install a Palomar
controller at VE4GIM, and link through VE4WPG
Question: Larry VE4CPU asked about the infamous
visor cards VE4HAY replied that the visor cards were
currently being proof read by VE4YH. We are waiting for
completion of proof reading
VE4HAY reminded all members that the brand new user
guides were now available. They can be picked up at this
meeting, at WARC meetings, and at the Fall WARC Flea
Market. The executive does not intend to mail any out, due
to the high cost Rick VE4OV congratulated the MRS
executive on producing the new user guide
New Business
Albert VE4AJB asked about the engineer for the
Richardson Building regarding proposed changes to our
tower. VE4HAY advised that he needed the name. Dick
VE4HK will provide the name to VE4HAY again
Rolf VE4VZ reported that VE4GIM was working well. He
could work it from Gull Harbour.
Dave VE4DAR asked how Net Control Stations for the 2
meter net could be advised of the state of the network.
VE4HAY will E-mail Dick VE4HK weekly with a status report.
VE4HK will then E-mail all net controllers.

Page - 4

VE4IQ noted that VE4NEP UHF receive link to VE4WPG
is keying up in cold weather.
VE4HK suggested that E-mail address be added to MRS
membership form, so those members can be contacted by
E-mail. VE4OV urged that the person sending such E-mails
us Blind Carbon Copy “BCC”, to avoid revealing addresses,
and subjecting members to Spam. VE4HAY agreed to
transmit any information using BCC
VE4OV the RAC Midwest Director, noted RAC had
requested that Industry Canada institute 5 WPM CW speed
for full privileges on HF. VE4OV expects this change to be
Gazette in 2001. In addition, the written portion of the exam
will become much tougher.
VE4HAY announced that he has been appointed the
Section Manager for Manitoba. He requested that everyone
send him any reports for inclusion in TCA, or anything else
that concerns SM business
VE4HAY announced that the first Winnipeg Amateur
Radio Club meeting for the fall would be September 11. The
program will be a Welcome Back, and a presentation all
about the Section Manager by VE4HAY
The WARC fall flea market will be October 22
No further business
Adjourn - by VE4VZ 2:48 p.m.

RAC Bulletins
RAC Bulletin 00-091E
Canadian
AMSAT-NA

Amateur

takes

over

as

President

of

Robin Haighton VE3FRH, has replaced Keith Baker
KB1SF as the President of AMSAT North America. Robin,
who has been a licensed amateur since 1977, formerly held
the call GD4INU. An electrical engineer by profession, he
joined AMSAT in 1991, organized the AMSAT-NA annual
meeting in 1997, and more recently occupied the position of
Executive Vice- President at AMSAT before replacing
KB1SF as President.
Robin has been an active member of the Canadian
amateur radio community for many years, he has been a life
member of CARF and now RAC since 1980. More recently,
he has become one of two RAC representatives to ARISS,
the volunteer organization managing amateur radio
participation on the International Space Station
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MANITOBA ARES
Jeff Dovyak VE4MBQ, DEC VHF/UHF
This past CANWARN season went very well. Fourteen
amateurs attended Spotter Training in Brandon in April, so
we now have 134 Spotters in 37 communities.
Sixteen ARES members covered 34 on-call shifts for
CANWARN Station VE4WWO. Thanks to VE4s: ACX,
AJR, EH, ESX, GWN, HAY, HAZ, HGD, HK, KAZ, KU,
MBQ, MMG, RCJ, WF, WTS.
The “season” ran 15MAY-10SEP. There were five
formal CANWARN nets and a couple of informal ones. The
shortest net was 12JUN 1700-1920h involving only the
South-Central District. The longest net was 24JUL
1300-2140h involving Brandon, Dauphin, Winnipeg and
South-Central districts - since there were several Tornado
Warnings both Winnipeg and South-Central ARES went on
alert for about three hours that evening.
On behalf of the Manitoba CANWARN Program I
would like to thank all of the repeater owners (BARC,
DARC,Eastman ARC, IARC, MRS, Pinawa RS, and the SSS
Group) for their support and the use of their networks. At
the recent MEMO Conference "Mitigation 2000" I had the
privilege of giving a lecture "Development of CANWARN in
Southern Manitoba".
We are planning Advanced Spotter Training in Spring
2001, likely in Morris if we are not in flood operations. Given
sufficient demand we will run a Basic Spotter Course in the
morning and then do the Advanced Spotter Course in the
afternoon. People interested in CANWARN who have NOT
taken Basic Spotter Training should contact me ASAP : no
requests-no Basic course!
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Since there was a fair amount of precipitation in late
October and early November , and overland flooding in 7 or
8 RMs some amateurs have been heard speculating about
the possibility of flooding in Spring 2001 in the Red River
Valley. Well I guess that will depend on the amount of snow
this winter both here and in the U.S. and the rate of melting.
It certainly is not too early to think about assisting ARES in
Flood Operations if flooding becomes problematic.
Volunteer recruitment both for our 1997 Flood Operation and
for Y2K were without question the most challenging aspects
of the operations. If you are not sure what might be required
of you talk to your local ARES EC or send me a note:
ve4mbq@rac.ca or “snail mail” thru my callbook address.
We have an on-line registration form available at:
<http://www.escape.ca/~wpgares/cgipage.htm>
For those of you without Internet access the local ECs
will have volunteer registration forms early in the New Year.
ARES units in Manitoba might be involved with MEMO and
DND in mid-February with a communications exercise based
on a flood scenario.
ARES groups nationally might be getting involved
Summer 2001 with "Cycling for Children" (CFC). CFC is a
cross-Canada bicycle ride to raise money for Ronald
McDonald House. The ride is scheduled to cross Manitoba
between 27JULY and 08AUG. It has not been clarified
whether the actual participants will have amateurs among
the group or whether we will be expected to provide
operators at various checkpoints. If you are interested in
getting involved please notify your local ARES EC. The CFC
web-site is:
www.cyclingforchildren.com

Norm Coull VE4EH, our Training DEC has been working
closely with MEMO Staff in organizing ARES members’
participation in MEMO Training Courses. Ray Pike VE4ADP
attended a micro-MEM course in September. Derek Hay
VE4HAY and Norm Coull VE4EH attended an EOC Course in
October. Two WPGARES members will be attending a MEM
course in February.
WPGARES members and 1st SVV members toured the
MEMO Emergency Mobile Command Centre 25NOV. The
EMCC is a fifth-wheel type of vehicle that is garaged at
Winnipeg International Airport that MEMO can deploy on
about 1 hour's notice. The communications suite is equipped
with Provincial Fleetnet, YWG Fleetnet, Provincial VHF,
Mobile Telephone (YJ-xxxx), Cellular Telephone, Amateur
Radio, and CB radio. Unfortunately most rural ECs/AECs
were not able to attend so we will have to schedule another
session for 2001, perhaps in conjunction with an ECs
meeting.

On behalf of the Manitoba ARES Executive I would like
to wish all of you a peaceful and safe Holiday Season.

B
u Business

ACE
WORD PROCESSING
Proposals u Reports u Essays u Letters u u No job is
too big or too smallu
u Very reasonable pnces u Call for a free estimateu

896-8148
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2 Meter Net Bulletin
By Dick, VE4HK Net Manager
I realize that there is some unhappiness about the recent
changes to the Manitoba Repeater Society 2 Meter Nets
format. Please remember that the executive of MRS is not out
to offend anyone.
Before I go into the reasons for the changes to the net
format, I would like to offer a little history to the newer
members of MRS. Way back when the 2 meter net first
started, the net controller called for check ins by call sign
e.g.. All 2 letter calls beginning with A through C, followed
by all 3 letter calls beginning with A, then 2 letter calls D
through F etc. This worked well when there was only 1
repeater being used, and a small number of amateurs
reporting in.
When more people earned their amateur license, the
executive decided to call for check ins by area, which is the
format used until just recently. This reduced the chaos and
pile ups. I consulted with several dependable amateurs to
devise the system of calling by repeaters. It is important to
remember that there were typically 100-110 amateurs calling
in on Sundays, and 75-85 on Thursdays.
In the past year, the number of hams checking in has
decreased dramatically. There are now normally 50-70
checking in for either net. There is no need to call for check
ins by individual repeater. Net control stations can now call
by area. This is quite efficient, and speeds up the net
considerably.
In addition, the membership at the annual general
meeting in April 2000, voted to grant MRS members the
privilege of reporting in first followed by members of
associated clubs, reciprocal amateurs, and finally other
interested amateurs can still check in.
I hope this clears up any confusion anyone may have
about the present 2 meter net script.
I am open to suggestions for other ways to improve the
2 meter nets. I will consider any polite E-mailed suggestions
or comments, either positive or negative. My E-mail address
is ve4hk@rac.ca
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Membership Report
by Roy, VE4EN Membership Chairman
For the year 2000 MRS has been able to retain
approximately 210 paid members. We also have 24 Life and
Special Members, and include 13 Amateur clubs in the this,
and adjacent provinces. We have a very loyal group of
supporters for which we greatly appreciate their financial
help. There are also a number of our members that contribute
a good deal of time and effort in support of all of our
repeaters in the province. The year 2000 also brought in 24
new members. As you are aware, we do start accepting
yearly renewal fees of $25 beginning in October, we have
about 50 of last years members already paid for year 2001.

VA3IGN Ignace Repeater
by Scott VA3EXT, ARSD President.
Location 15km west of Ignace at Trans Canada Pipeline
Station Site #58 Frequency: 147.180+
Radio is a GE Master II base station. Controller is a
borrowed S-Com 7K, 210-C4 antenna and 6 can duplexer set.
It has auto patch that will dial exchanges, 934, 938 & 223.
1-800 is available in case of roadside assistance. There are 7
Emergency speed dials for Police, Ambulance, Fire,
Can-Warn, and Highway conditions (April - November). A
future link to Dryden is in the works.
For more information on the area repeaters, frequencies
and approximate coverage of the repeaters go to
http://dryden.lakeheadu.ca/~smoody/index.html . Under the
index go to Map and Repeater Directory of Area. A pdf file
of the instructions on running the repeater, go to Instruction
Documents for Repeater Operation & Building Antennas ,
VA3IGN Repeater Instruction.

Editors Comments
By Derek, VE4HAY
The 2 mtr survial guides

VE4JOP

are available to all members and can be picked up at any
MRS function or event that MRS is at (i.e. Flea markets). The
guide is a replacement for the older Pinetree Inter-tie guide
that was produced a number of years ago. There are colour
maps of approx. repeater coverages, handy hint for
operating and general knowledge for all operators. Pick up
your copy today.
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Comtelco Electronics
Now carrying the Big Three in
Amateur Radio

Looking for a new HF or
VHF/UHF Rig? Why not go for
one of the best on the market.
Come on down and check out the
spec’s on the radio of your choice.
Compare between brands, and then place
your order.

1456 Logan Avenue
Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3E 1S1
Phone (204) 774-9313 Fax (204) 772 3550
comtelco@cyberspc.mb.ca

Your Manitoba
Amateur Radio Dealer

Icom * Kenwood * Yaesu
MFJ * Uniden * Valor * Chushcraft
Canada Wide Mail Orders

Application for Membership
Attn. MRS Membership Chairperson
C/O Winnipeg Seniors Citizens Radio Club
598 St.. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 3L5

Name:

Call Sign

Address:
Phone:

City:

Prov:

Postal Code:

E-mail:

$25.00
Members - (New Members see fee schedule)
$10.00 Addn’l Family Member residing at the same residence As the initial member.

