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President’s Report
by Ed, VE4EAR
Here we go again… it’s that hectic time of the year.
You know the time of year between the first frost and the
first major dump of snow. There is so much to do; installing
those antennas we built/bought during the summer months
and never had a chance to install, putting in a new ground
rod before the ground freezes more than 2 feet deep, finding
storage in the garage for all those flea market goodies
acquired over the summer.
How many of us have used the phrase “I am just putting
up the Christmas lights dear!” as an opportunity to climb on
our roofs to check/install or repair our antenna system. How
many of you forgot the Christmas lights afterwards?
It has been a busy year with the MRS. Responding to
requests both from the executive and the membership, we
have launched a new mentoring program to provide
technical training to MRS members that have expressed an
interest in learning more about repeaters and assisting us in
keeping them operational. This is an exciting opportunity

Important Dates:
MRS:Thursday at 9:00 pm MRS Semi-Weekly Net
Sunday at 1:00 pm - MRS Semi-Weekly Net
WARC: Jan. 12 - Willard VE4WJE on an E/H antenna
Feb 9 - David VE4DAR & the RR DX-pedition
WSC:

Dec. 9th - Christmas Party
Dec. 17th - Annual General Meeting
2nd. Thursday of each month - Breakfast

Other - Dec. 6 - SKYWARN Recognition Day
Nets: Daily 01:00 UTC
Daily 01:30 UTC
Daily 02:30 UTC
Daily 14:30 UTC
Weekdays 9:00
Wed. 9:00 pm
Thursday 9:00pm
Sunday 9:00pm

MB Evening Phone net 3760 KHz
Prairie traffic Net (CW) 3660 KHz
Aurora #2 net 7055 KHz
MB Wx Net 3743 KHz
Seniors morning net 147.390 MHz
Six Meter net 50.238 MHz.
MRS Net 147.390 MHz +
MRS Net 147.390 MHz +

and we look forward sharing our enthusiasm with this eager
group. As always, you don’t need to be an expert to give us
a hand, so don’t be shy about volunteering for any of the
repeater maintenance or installation projects. Its always a
great opportunity to learn and make new friends.
Speaking of new friends! With potential changes to the
Amateur Radio service on the horizon, what better time to
plant the seeds of amateur radio into a youngster. By
becoming an Elmer to a young friend, you will be starting a
lifelong friendship. Following in this direction, the MRS is
now offering free first year memberships to all the newly
licensed amateurs. We hope this will encourage the
newcomers to become active members in the future and to
feel welcomed by the local amateur community. So please,
don’t be bashful, if you hear a new call sign on the local
repeater, extend a warm welcome to our newest members.
Look through the rest of this newsletter; I am sure you
will find plenty to keep you interested. I am sure Derek Hay
would be extremely grateful for any articles for upcoming
editions.
Just when you think things couldn’t get any busier, how
about adding one more item to your “to-do” list. The end of
the year also means its time to renew your MRS membership
for another year. For your convenience, there is a form
included with this newsletter. The monies generated by
membership fees account for virtually 100% of our income
and are essential if we are to maintain or improve our
repeater network. If this is important to you, I hope you will
consider re-newing your membership for another year. For
those that have already done so, a great big Thank you!
During this busy holiday season, I hope that you have
the opportunity to sit back, relax and reflect on what is truly
important to you in your life. How about setting some new
goals, make a few new friends, learn something new, and
explore someplace different. Is there an easier way to
accomplish all this then through amateur radio, I doubt it.
What a great hobby we are a part of!
On behalf of the MRS executive and myself, I want to
wish everyone all the peace and happiness possible during
this holiday season. If you don’t hear me on the air in the
next few days, I will be putting up my Christmas lights….
Again!
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VE4WPG Jammed November 24th
By Gord, VE4GLS

M.R.S. Current Fee Schedule
Current & Renewal Members
$25.00 per calendar year
New members only - Pro-rated quarterly
January to December $25.00
April - December
$18.75
July to December
$12.50
October to December $ 6.25
- First time members are no longer required to pay a one
time only initiation fee of $10.00 on top of the regular
fee. Their membership fee is pro-rated for the first year
only.
- Family membership is for each additional members
residing at the same residence as the initial member.
$10.00 each

Industry Canada Amateur Centre
Voice 1-888-780-3333 (toll-free)
Fax:
1-613-991-5575
E-mail: spectrum.amateur@ic.gc.ca
Web: http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/spectrum

The Repeater Advertising Rates:
All advertising is black & white and must be submitted
in electronic format.
full page $75.00
½ page $40.00
¼ page $20.00
bus.card $10.00
For more information or to place an ad please contact
any executive member.

Comments or if you just want to reach us :

Newscaster Editor
Manitoba Repeater Society
C/O VE4WSC
598 St. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 3L5
http://www.ve4.net/mrs/

Most of you may have noticed or heard about the WPG
repeater being jammed on Monday afternoon. I headed into
the city a bit early in hopes of finding this jamming signal on
the repeater's input but traffic and time were not in my
favour. I was able to take some directional readings from
the south end of the city at South Pembina and McGillvray
Ave areas, indicating the signal in question was somewhere
in the Portage Avenue / Clifton St. area.
Luckily Alan VE4AJO and Grant VE4HGD live in that area
and were able to further narrow down the area that the signal
was coming from. Both ended up on foot and Alan
eventually came across the property from which the signal
was coming from and knocked on the door. The amateur
operator who resides there (who will remain nameless)
immediately checked his equipment and found the offending
radio locked in transmit. The power supply was then cut
and the signal was gone... luckily; as Alan reported, the
radio was hot enough it might have started a fire or
something like that if left unattended for any longer! We
have to make sure we follow up when something like this
happens on our local repeaters. Interference like this may
not be intentional (and was not in yesterday's case) and
tracking it down may save someone hundreds of dollars of
repairs or worse. There are lots of amateurs in the Winnipeg
area with portable radios that lend well to tracking down
such sources. This is one of the things that I feel amateur
radio is all about. Sitting around hoping these types of
problems will fix themselves does nothing to forward our
experience and enjoyment of the hobby. A bit of legwork
and learning a new facet of amateur radio such as DF’ing
(Direction Finding) is lots of fun and you never know when
such talents may come in handy!

M.R.S. Current Executive
President
Ed Richardson
V/President Gord Snarr
Secretary Dick Maguire
Treasurer Paula Ehn
Membership Roy Maguire
Technical Gord Snarr
Directors Yori Tsuji
Grant Delaney
Wayne Ludman
Walter Bezpalko
Fred Venema
Past Pres. Derek Hay

VE4EAR 254-8425
VE4GLS 746-2743
VE4HK
256-3143
VE4MHZ 667-7818
VE4EN
669-1355
VE4GLS 746-2743
VE4ACX 453-3786
VE4HGD 783-8111
VE4WKL 224 -1449
VE4VB
284-3054
VE4FV
452-4046
VE4HAY 257-1420
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Semi - Annual General Meeting - Minutes
August 16, 2003
Marmfest, Austin, MB
Meeting began 3:02 p.m., VE4HAY presiding
Each member introduced him or herself
Minutes of 2003 Annual General Meeting approved as
printed in Newsletter
Moved
VE4GWN
Seconded
VE4DAR
CARRIED
Treasurer’s Report
See Newsletter
Membership Report
Presented by VE4EN. Presently 150 members, which is
down from 6 years ago.
VE4EN and VE4HAY requested that any members who
wish to receive their newsletter via e-mail send their e-mail
addresses to VE4HAY
VE4VZ recommended that MRS send an E-mail to
remind members that dues are due
VE4HAY can do that. VE4HAY and VE4EN will
work on the logistics of that.
Technical Report
See report published in newsletter
VE4VZ asked about coverage of VE4GIM at Hecla
Island
VE4HAY and VE4HK pointed out that VE4ABA will
be moving the VE4GIM antenna from a corner of the host
building to the top of a 48 ft tower on top of the building,
shortly.
VE4HAY reported that a new repeater at Manigotagan
is working on 146.91-. It will be linked to VE4GIM in the
future. The VE4MBR repeater in Selkirk is operating, and
will be linked through VE4MIL shortly.
VE4HAY reported that the recent interference on
VE4WPG is deliberate. Industry Canada is investigating. It
appears to originate in the downtown area. He stated that
the interference followed one user from VE4WPG to
VE4UMR repeater and continued.
VE4GWN asked about the Portage link to Neepawa.
VE4HAY replied that the executive is working on the
situation. There is a prospective site at Minnedosa for the
Neepawa repeater. VE4HAY also discussed a possible link
site at Austin.
VE4ALW described a serious problem in Portage. The
group there requires an expensive insurance policy to
remain on the water tower. The price is far too high for the
local hams to cover. He suggested that MRS take over the
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Portage repeater. The group has three weeks to make a
decision.
Several possibilities were discussed, including simply
abandoning the antennas and Heliax, moving to our Portage
Hydro site, and moving to a government building in Portage,
through VE4KK.
VE4DAR moved the following “I move that the
executive develop a plan to train a minimum of 5 hams to do
the technical work in the future”
Moved
VE4DAR
Seconded
VE4VZ
CARRIED
New Business
No new business
Statements by Special Guests
BJ Madsen VE5BJ, RAC Midwest Director, spoke
about the question of CW. Ratio is 2.5 to 1 in favour of
keeping CW CARAB will probably decide this fall about
CW. BJ feels that Industry Canada will make a decision to
drop CW requirement, depending on American decision.
VE5BJ spoke to declining membership in RAC.
RAC is sponsoring radio in 1 school in Winnipeg to
encourage young hams. Hands on experience etc.
There is a possibility that IC will allow 4 letter calls e.g.
VE4RCMP, primarily for contesting and special event
stations.
VE5BJ also spoke to joining RAC. Cost only 11 cents
a day. There are no plans to increase membership dues.
Upcoming Events
WARC meetings second Monday of the month
VE4HAY spoke about upcoming Railway DXpedition
on the Prairie Dog Central, September 20
VE4LB announced that Brandon has an IRLP link on
146.76, VE4IPL, code 1374
No further business
Adjourn - VE4EN 3:49 p.m.

VE4JOP
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Technical Committee
Submitted by Gord, VE4GLS

from Portage to well past the Manitoba/Ontario border using
the MRS linked repeater system.

It's been a fairly busy summer and fall this year
improving, servicing, and planning with the MRS. Several
changes have been made to help improve service in some of
the areas covered by our repeater system. Yori VE4ACX,
who has volunteered many hours of his time, has once again
been instrumental in setting up most of these improvements
along with several of the club executives and members. Due
to the area our system covers some of the sites we operate
require 2-3 hours on the road to get to and from, along with
the time required to do the service work.

VE4MIL, Freq. 145.21- MHz:
The Milner Ridge repeater has been working flawlessly.
We replaced the General Electric Exec II transceiver with
one of our Motorola MSR-2000 repeater radios this
summer. This has increased the repeater's output from
around 10 watts to 30 watts. This is part of our plan of
slowly phasing out the old GE radios prevalent in our
system.

At the last general meeting at Austin a motion was
passed to train several interested members in the basics of
servicing our repeater equipment. I am certainly looking
forward to having more MRS technicians to help with the
maintenance of some of our repeaters. This should
eventually turn into faster repairs and less mileage
(especially for Yori); and ultimately a more functional
communications system. Of course it will take some time to
learn all about the particulars of each site but time and effort
usually pays off. Plans to expand the system further west
are still in the making and may come together anytime which
means more sites to install and maintain equipment at,
increasing the workload on those who will be servicing the
equipment.
Cooperation between other clubs and groups in planned
areas of expansion should also help in maintaining new sites
as they are set up. Bruce Johnson VE4KQ is working on
plans that will include the Brandon Amateur Radio Club,
Manitoba Amateur Radio Museum, International Hamfest
Committee, and Manitoba Repeater Society in setting up
some of these proposed sites. All these clubs can offer
technical, physical, and monetary resources to maintain a
stable and efficient province-spanning communications
system open to anyone with an Amateur Radio license who
wishes to utilize it. This type of infrastructure goes a long
way in maintaining interest, as well as cultivating new
interest in our hobby. Connecting our various communities
together for social contact as well as providing an alternative
to other commercial means is certainly the major part of our
goal. Hopefully the upcoming seasons will include an
expansion into Western Manitoba, and eventually even
further west.
State of the system from East to West.
VE4EMB, Freq. 147.36+ MHz:
The Hadashville repeater is now back on the air. The
link to Falcon Lake using the VE4FAL VHF output/input is
set up and working well. There is now complete coverage

VE4WPG, Freq. 147.39- MHz:
The Winnipeg repeater system has been working well.
The link to Gimli is almost 100% but we do have occasional
path loss due to the long distances involved. We may be
experimenting with some controller firmware at the WPG
site because it is the easiest site for us to access. We did
have to replace the CPU in the controller earlier this summer
to get it working properly.
VE4VJ, Freq. 443.5+ MHz:
Our UHF repeater at the VE4WPG site. At the moment
it is also a QRP repeater with an output of about 1 watt.
Plans are in motion to replace the Micor repeater currently
in service to a GE ExecII radio. This should significantly
increase the power output and receiver sensitivity. The
receiver is working well so if you can hear it, you can very
likely get into it with your UHF Handi. This link is
normally connected to the rest of the system backbone and
works as a normal repeater. Anyone with UHF capability is
encouraged to try it out! There has been some noises getting
into the receiver input lately so we may be thinking of
adding a CTCSS squelch to this repeater. It already has a
PL tone output on the transmitted signal to help reduce noise
on receivers so equipped.
VE4WRS, Freq. 145.45 MHz (simplex autopatch)
(*35=up #35=down)
The auto patch is seeing less use with the proliferation
of cellular telephones but it is ready to go when ever it is
needed. It does work well and coverage is similar to
VE4WPG since it is multiplexed into the same antenna. The
executive has discussed shutting down the auto patch
because of the expenses involved and lack of use, or
converting it to an IRLP node. It has been decided that the
autopatch will be staying for the foreseeable future.
VE4GIM, Freq. 146.85- MHz:
.The Gimli repeater seems to be working very well with
it's new radios and controller. No problems reported from
Gimli other than the outages caused at the WPG site. Plans
are in the works to raise the antenna up another 20' or so to
clear the elevator head on the building it is located on which
should increase the repeater's footprint somewhat. At the
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time of writing this (Nov. 03) the repeater seems to be
picking up some interference either from an internal source
(our equipment) or something external on the input
frequency (VHF). Since this interference can broadcast
through the rest of the system the link at VE4GIM has been
kept off. It can be turned on anytime if you would like to
use it, just remember to turn it back off again especially if it
is noisy. We are planning a visit to the site shortly to
diagnose the problem. There may be a future link added to
a repeater in Manigotagan.
VE4MAN, Freq. 146.61- MHz:
The Starbuck repeater system has been working well as
of late. The new MSR-2000 repeater radio was installed
early this spring and is working well. Signal reports are
better from most locations. A separate cabinet had to be
installed at the site to accommodate the larger repeater
radio. A heater was installed in mid November to minimize
condensation in the new "duplexer" cabinet.
VE4CDN, Freq. 145.27- MHz:
The Morris repeater has been working well considering
it's output is still rather QRP at around 1-2 watts. We do
have a new exciter and receiver for this site and plan to
change them out soon. A new cabinet was installed at this
site (July 3) to help protect the equipment from exposure to
the extremely dusty environment. A new folded di-pole
style UHF link antenna was added last week (mid
November) to increase path stability for the link. The VHF
antenna requires servicing but may have to wait till the
weather warms up in the spring.
VE4PLP (link repeater):
The Portage La Prairie site is still there, ready to link to
something out west that doesn't exist right now. Whether we
will be utilizing this site for linking out west or not depends
on path testing planned for later next summer. Manitoba
Hydro (who allows us access to their site) just installed a
new generator capable of 40+ KW, so we should almost
have enough backup for any equipment installed. A link to
VE4PTG may be in the works but there are some technical
details to work out here first.
VE4NEP, Freq. 147.21+ MHz:
The (formerly) Neepawa repeater has been retired for
now, but we are looking into installing it at Minnedosa,
hopefully before the new year, as a stand-alone repeater.
We have a new cabinet for the site, and we hope the antenna
and feedline will work acceptably. Eventually we will be
including this repeater with the rest of the link system as the
rest of the "puzzle" comes together
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Mutual Agreement links & systems
VE4FAL, Freq. 146.64- MHz:
The Falcon Lake repeater has had some technical
glitches, some we have corrected and some still requiring
attention. The link between VE4FAL and the Kenora
repeater does not seem to respond at this time. There also
seems to be an intermittent sensitivity problem on the VHF
receiver which affects local communications through the
repeater. Servicing of this site is shared between the Lake
Of the Woods Amateur Radio Society and MRS. Several
trips have been made to this site over the last few months
and some repairs have been made, but some major servicing
may be required at this site to bring it up to 100% again.
We miss Al, VE4AS (SK) who was the caretaker of this site
until he moved to Calgary a couple of years ago.

General comments:
Special thanks once again to Murray Ronald for
donating two multilink controllers to MRS! The controllers
will fit very well into our expansion plans and we hope to be
installing them at new sites soon. One of the controllers is a
Palomar RBC-700 which is the same model we have
currently in use at Starbuck, Winnipeg, Milner Ridge, and
Gimli. The other is a Link Communications RLC-4 which I
have been working on programming for to emulate the
Palomar setup. Once in the system it should work the same
as the other controllers, with a few extra functions.

Manitoba ARES CANWARN
"Reportable" Winter Weather
If you notice any of the following weather conditions this
winter, please report this to the Weather office along with
your locations and callsign;
¯ Low Visibility
¯ Freezing Rain or Freezing Drizzle
¯ Snowfall accumulations over 6-8 cm
¯ Rain that changes to Snow (when temps near Zero)
There will not generally be an amateur net in operation,
so phone your report in via: the 1-800 number received
at Spotter Training. If you are not a CANWARN
member you may use the general PUBLIC number is
1-800-239-0484.
Or consider possibly joining
CANWARN.
* Consider Participation in:
MMWX NET
3743 kHz LSB
MEPN
3760 kHz LSB

approx. 0830h local
approx. 1900h local

MMWX Net Manager may collate severe winter Wx
reports and forward to PSPC.
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Treasurers Report
By Paula, VE4MHZ

MEMBERSHIP REPORT Nov. 2003
Roy Maguire VE4EN

The financial position of the Manitoba Repeater Society
Inc. as of October 31, 2003 (10 months) is as follows:

Membership for 2003 was very steady at approx. 150
paid, 20 Life and special, with mailings to 8 affiliated clubs.
There are a few changes for the 2004 calendar year. The
additional family membership living at the same address is
now reduced to $5.00 for the year, when paid with the full
membership. The executive have agreed that all newly
licensed amateurs in Manitoba, will be given a one year full
membership in the club free of charge. Hopefully this will
encourage operation on our system of linked repeaters in
Manitoba, and assist in paid members in the future. So to
renew for 2004, the fee is $25 plus $5 for other amateurs
living at your residence. We have also been encouraged by
the fact that approximately 60 of our membership have
renewed for 2004 to date.

Starting Balance as of January 1, 2003

$4672.38

Deposits:
Donations
Memberships
Total Deposits

$ 450.00
$2002.50
$2452.50

Withdrawals:
1 MRS 2000 repeater
$1200.00
Various used repeater radios
$ 140.00
Equipment maintenance
$ 384.47
Newsletter
$ 332.94
Insurance
$ 477.00
MTS (phone patch)
$ 458.73
Misc. – Photocopying
$ 66.69
Donation to WSC
$ 50.00
Bank Service Charges
$ 39.50
Total Withdrawals
(budget is for $5850.00)
Actual end balance as of October 31, 2003

$3149.33

Attached to this newsletter is our current membership
application. We would appreciate it if you could fill this out
and return to us along with payment. We want to make sure
we have the correct information in our database for each
member.

$3975.55

RAC Affiliated Club Membership Recognition

Morse Code Classes
Tuesday’s & Thursdays
starting January 6th, 2004
7:00 p.m. - 8: 30 p.m.
Until majority of class can qualify for 5 WPM
16 spots in total 5 spots still available
Cost 10 (includes the examination fee)
Instructors
Adam Romanchuk, VE4SN
Bruce Massey, VE4GR
If anyone feels that they would like to challenge the
Morse code test (i.e. take a stab at it), please feel free
to contact VE4SN when he is testing the rest of the
class at the end of the course. Of course, if you make
arrangements ahead of time, I'm sure some other
testing time could also be arranged with Adam.
Register with
Sandy Sandwith (VE4SZ)
Training Coordinator
Winnipeg Senior's Amateur Radio Club (VE4WSC)
233-3122

Both RAC, and the hundreds of local clubs across
Canada, need more members for the benefit of all. There
are two groups of non-members of RAC - those who are
members of one or more local clubs, and those who are not
members of either RAC or a local club. To support the
effort by clubs to encourage their members to join RAC, we
have implemented the Membership Recognition Program
described below.
All RAC Affiliated Clubs derive a benefit from a
stronger and more representative national membership
association. To encourage clubs to invite their club
members to join RAC, we offer a membership recognition
certificate at three levels: 60 - 74% Bronze, 75 - 89% Silver,
and 90%+ Gold. Of course, clubs are encouraged to
maintain and increase their Percentage of RAC Membership
through club recruitment incentive programs. Percentage of
RAC Members = Number of RAC Members / Number of
Club Members
It is very time consuming for the MRS executive to
manually check each and every member to see if they are
RAC members. I would be a lot easier if each member were
to fill in their MRS membership application indicating
membership in other groups and particularly in RAC. If you
have not already renewed your membership for this year,
please do so with the membership form sent last month and
mark which club you also belong to.

The Manitoba Repeater Society
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RAC Regional Director Report
By Bj. Madsen - VE5FX

M.D.E.C.G. Wound Up
By Richard Holder, VE4QK

It has been confirmed by VP Ken Pulfer - as of January
1, 2004 Australia will remove the testing requirements for
CW. A Mini HF Activity Day is scheduled to celebrate the
occasion.

The MDECG (Manitoba Digital Emergency
Communications Group) was started in 1987 to provide a
province
wide
packet
network
for
emergency
communications when necessary. When the network was
not needed for emergency communications is was used for
general packet communications.

VP Jim Dean reports that, as a result of commercial
requests (from Motorola) for more spectrum for public
safety and disaster communications and also to harmonize
band allocations with the US, Canadian amateurs may lose
1.85 MHz of the 5 MHz wide 220 MHz band. Earlier
surveys have indicated that there is little use of that band in
Canada.
Congratulations to the Regina Amateur Radio
Association’s ARES group for providing back-up
communications services for this year’s Grey Cup in Regina.
An election is being held next month for RAC’s
Executive positions: President, Vice Presidents, Treasurer
and Secretary. Depending on the outcome of these
elections, significant changes to RAC may well be
anticipated.
A number of Amateur Radio Clubs have responded to
the Youth Education Program “Challenge”, by sending a
cheque for $100 to RAC, dedicated to supporting the YEP.
Can your club step forward and support this program, which
has the potential to make such a difference to the service?
Check out the YEP WEBsite - found by going to
http://www.rac.ca and from there to “Info” and then to
“Youth Education”.
RAC - Canada Winter Contest - December 27, 2003
from 0000z to 2400z. Don’t miss it! Would you like to run
VE4RAC or VE5RAC for this contest? Contact me or
Adam Romanchuk. Check out the RAC WEB site for entry
forms and information.

Aerial Picture of Repeater Sites
The Executive of the Manitoba Repeater Society
is looking for an amateur who is a pilot and would be
willing to take digital pictures of our repeater sites for
inclusion in our manuals and for our records. If you
are interested, please let anyone on the executive
know and we will send you the coordinates of the sites
so you can take the pictures at you leisure.

The system evolved into a backbone network with
nodes in Brandon, Neepawa, Portage la Prairie, Winnipeg
and Beausejour, which provided a good system of packet
communications. The system was set up by many hams who
donated their time and money to make it work well. The
system was supported by hard work, fund raising and
volunteer membership in the Group. By 2000 it became
apparent that the system could no longer continue because
funds were insufficient to cover costs, so a decision was
made to dismantle the system.
All stations have been taken down and some of the
equipment donated to clubs for their continued use for the
good of Amateur Radio in Manitoba. The remaining
equipment was sold and the funds have been distributed to
Amateur Radio groups for the continued betterment of
Amateur Radio in Canada.
The funds were given to The Manitoba Amateur Radio
Museum ($500), The Defense of Amateur Radio Fund
($200) and CNIB Amateur Radio Program ($50).
Thanks to all who donated their time and money to
make the system work.

News from the Winnipeg Seniors’ Radio Club
by Adam Romanchuk, VE4SN
As I put together these few words for submission to the
MRS Newsletter, I am aware of the new mantle of snow that
has been put down during the night. And it always seems to
be accompanied by a small whisper of wind, which does
nothing more except create a rather substantial drift by my
back door. I can hear the gods of winter laughing at me and
chiding me saying, “You got away with it the last time
because almost all the snow that fell then has disappeared!
But this time… go find your snow shovel old man! It ain’t
going nowhere!!” It’s not the shoveling that bothers me, it’s
just getting the desire to do it that is my stumbling block!
Anyway, getting down to the business of activities
during November at WSCRC, the breakfast get together at
our usual place attracted thirty persons and as usual, a good
breakfast and a lot of friendly socializing was enjoyed by all
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present. The winner of the free breakfast was none other
than our Treasurer, Ed Henderson, VE4YU, who usually
pays out for all the other winners. “It’s my first time and
about time!” said a pleased Ed Henderson whose number
was drawn by his granddaughter Lauryn. Congrats Ed!
Our final Executive Board meeting of 2003 welcomed
the addition of a new member to the Winnipeg Senior
Citizens Radio Club namely John Black, VE4HJB, who
meets all the requirements of membership. Welcome on
board John and we hope that your association with our club
will be a pleasant and happy experience for you and for us
as well. The next meeting on December 17 will be our
annual General Meeting and we urge all members who are
able to attend to do so. This is our elections time as well
where a new Executive Board and officers will be chosen.
Our Games Day Social was a success even though less
than thirty people attended. The pot luck contributions were
excellent and there was enough for everyone. Those present
enjoyed all sorts of games including cribbage, chess,
checkers and other card games. Thanks to Harry Tapper,
VE4HST, who organized the event.
December 4 is the day of reckoning for our ten students
in the Basic class. I think that most if not all are ready to
take the plunge. Word has it that the upcoming CW class in
January is very close to being filled up, so if you still have
any thoughts of taking on Morse code as a possible mode,
get in touch with Sandy, VE4SZ as soon as possible.
Finally, a reminder once again to those who plan to
attend our annual Christmas luncheon at the Assiniboine
Christian Centre. Time is flying by fast and December 9 is
on the horizon. Call Gil Frederick, VE4AG, to get your
tickets or visit the WSCRC clubrooms at 598 St. Mary’s
Road to purchase your ticket to a fabulous afternoon!
To all of the Ham Radio Community out there, on
behalf of my family and me, I want to wish you a very
joyous and safe holiday season. May Santa be kind and
generous to all and may all your fondest wishes come true.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

News from the Net
Australia to Drop CW January 1st.,2004
Dr Bob Horton, the Deputy Chairman of the ACA has
made an information release on the widely anticipated
removal of Morse code testing requirements for Australian
amateur radio operators. As identified in Dr Horton's
information release the removal of the Morse testing
requirement will not come into force until 1 January 2004.
The proposed changes will require no changes to existing
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licences or callsigns and so amateurs across Australia will
be able to enjoy access to HF operation from the beginning
of 2004. I look forward to hearing many new operators on
HF over the New Year break including all of you interested
in ensuring the preservation of on air CW. -- WIA
Queensland
Sweden Could be Next to Drop Morse Requirement
The November issue of the Swedish national amateur
radio society's magazine, QTC, states that: "Soon - very
soon - the requirement for knowledge of CW [for HF-bands
access] will be dropped for the country's would-be amateurs
and current Class 2 amateurs". Gunnar, SM0SMK, the
President of SSA, says that they hope the Morse code test
requirement will be removed at the turn of the year. --RSGB
South African Radio League - recommends dropping
Morse for ZU licences
At the Council meeting on 5 November 2003 it was
agreed to recommend the following changes to the
requirements for and privileges of amateur radio licenses in
South Africa. The Morse code requirement for the ZS
license will be reduced from 12 w.p.m. to 5 w.p.m.
Applicants for the ZU license will no longer be tested for
proficiency in Morse code. A new license class will be
introduced with the callsign prefix ZT. This license will not
have any Morse code requirement. The holders of ZT
licenses will have full VHF privileges and will be permitted
to transmit with a maximum power output of 100 W on the
following HF band segments:
1838-1850 KHz
3580-3800 KHz
7035-7100 KHz
21300-21450 KHz
Applicants for ZU and ZT licenses will be required to pass a
practical test of their ability to correctly set up, adjust and
operate an HF transceiver. The operating privileges of the
ZR, ZS and ZU licenses will remain unchanged. However
holders of existing ZR licenses will be able to upgrade to a
ZT license on successful completion of the practical
operating test.

Editors Ramblings
By Derek VE4HAY
Would you like to advertise in this newsletter. If so,
please contact myself, there is space available for you.
The Sioux Lookout repeater has had some changes,
Check out their site for all the pictures and details
http://www.arsd.dryden.net/sioux_lookout_repeater.htm

