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President’s Report
by Ed, VE4EAR
Hello everyone! Can you believe it, it is almost that time
of year again! Yes the MRS Annual General Meeting is only
weeks away. Please mark your calendars and plan on
attending.

Important Dates:
MRS:Thursday at 9:00 pm MRS Semi-Weekly Net
Sunday at 1:00 pm - MRS Semi-Weekly Net
WARC: April 27th - Flea Market
May 12 - Propagation explained - VE4SN
June 9 - Field day/Marathon primer
WSC:

June 9 - 20th Anniversary of WSCRC

Other - April 18th - World Amateur Radio Day
April 24th - MRS Annual General Meeting
June 15th - 25th annual Manitoba Marathon
July 11-13 - 40th Annual International HamFest

With spring on the horizon, the MRS technical
committee is busy planning maintenance projects and site
visits to many installations. We hope you will consider
volunteering a few hours of your time and joining them on
one of these visits. It’s an excellent way to learn more about
repeaters and possibly meet some new friends. Just contact
any member of the executive or listen to one of the
information nets as we often ask for volunteers.
As many of you are likely aware, the MRS is
experimenting with a new time slot for the Sunday net. The
change to an evening time slot is hoped to attract more
people to the net and free up the middle of the day to allow
us to spend it with family and friends and working on those
special projects. Who wants to come down from a tower just
to check in to the net! We will be discussing this further at
the upcoming AGM and will vote on whether to make this a
permanent change.
Please check out the rest of this newsletter for
additional details on some of the up and coming projects
and an updated status our repeater network.

Notice of Annual
Meeting and Elections
Date: April 24th, 2003
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Local Access nets
Place:
VE4WSC
Club
Rooms
Daily
01:00 UTC
MB Evening
Phone
net
3760 KHz
598 St. Mary’s Road
Daily 01:30 UTC Prairie Traffic Net (CW)
3660 KHz
Winnipeg,
MB
Daily 02:30 UTC Aurora #2 net
7055 Khz
Weekdays
9:00am
The agenda
willSeniors
includeMorning
approvalNet
of the147.390
minutesMHz
of the
semiannual general meeting, business arising, a treasurer’s
Wed. 9:00 pm
Six Meter net
50.240 MHz
report, a report from our auditor, a membership report, and
MRS Net
147.390 by
MHz
aThursday
technical9:00pm
report. These
reports will be followed
new
business, and finally, election of officers for the 2003/2004
Sunday 1:00pm
MRS Net
147.390 MHz
season.
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Treasurers report
By Paula, VE4MHZ

M.R.S. Current Fee Schedule
Current & Renewal Members
$25.00 per calendar year
New members only - Pro-rated quarterly
January to December $25.00
April - December
$18.75
July to December
$12.50
October to December $ 6.25
- First time members are no longer required to pay a one
time only initiation fee of $10.00 on top of the regular
fee. Their membership fee is pro-rated for the first year
only.
- Family membership is for each additional members
residing at the same residence as the initial member.
$10.00 each

Industry Canada Amateur Centre
Voice 1-888-780-3333 (toll-free)
Fax:
1-613-991-5575
E-mail: spectrum.amateur@ic.gc.ca
Web: http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/spectrum

The Repeater Advertising Rates:
All advertising is black & white and must be
submitted in electronic format.
full page $75.00
½ page $40.00
¼ page $20.00
bus.card $10.00
For more information or to place an ad please contact
any executive member.

Comments or if you just want to reach us :

Newscaster Editor
Manitoba Repeater Society
C/O VE4WSC
598 St. Mary’s Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 3L5
http://www.ve4.net/mrs/

Manitoba Repeater Society 2002 Financial Report
The financial position of the Manitoba Repeater Society
Inc. as of December 31, 2002 is as follows:
Starting Balance as of January, 2002 $ 3,754.12
Deposits:
Memberships
$ 4,685.00
Donations
$ 90.00
Total Deposits
Withdrawals:
1 MRS 2000
$ 1,250.00
1 used Sinclair VHF antenna
$ 150.00
Equipment maintenance
$ 180.92
Newsletter
$ 466.22
Insurance
$ 1,045.00
MTS (phone patch)
$ 546.48
Incorporation Fee
$ 20.00
Bank Service Charges
$ 47.40
Donation to WSC
$ 50.00
Dick’s photocopying costs
dating back to 1998
$ 100.72
Total Withdrawals
(Budgeted for $5150.00)
Actual end balance as of December 31, 2002

$ 4,775.00

-$ 3,856.74

$ 4,672.38
=======
Manitoba Repeater Society Proposed 2003 Budget
Total revenue for the year 2002 was $4775.00.
Membership income this year was $4685.00. Average
membership income over the last 5 years (1998-2002) is
$4047.46. Since this means that the membership income for
2002 was up about $500.00 from average, I would like to add
this $500.00 excess income to this years budget line for New
or Replacement Equipment. Also since Equipment
maintenance was lower last year, I would also like to shift an
additional $500.00 from there to New or Replacement
Equipment. Insurance costs are also up due to the addition
of the Minnedosa site and the increase in fees due to
Terrorism. I have also removed Rentals as we have not had
any in several years and added an additional $150 to Misc.
Expenses to cover such items.
Equipment Maintenance
New or replacement equipment
Newsletter
Insurance
MTS (Phone Patch)
Licenses & Fees
Misc. Expenses
Total Budget

$ 1,000.00
$ 2,500.00
$ 400.00
$ 1,100.00
$ 600.00
$ 50.00
$ 200.00
$ 5,850.00
========
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Semi Annual General Meeting - Minutes
August 17, 2003
Meeting held at Austin Manitoba
Meeting began 2:30 pm VE4HAY presiding
VE4HAY gave some welcoming remarks
Each member introduced him or herself
Minutes of Annual General Meeting approved as
printed in MRS Newsletter
Moved Ted VE4VID
Seconded Terry VE4UZ
CARRIED
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Membership Report
Presented by Roy VE4EN
152 members paid, approximately 22 life members, 11
clubs - end of Membership Report
Technical Report
& VE4NEP at Neepawa, is down since Prairie
Communications decommissioned their site, due to high
taxes, and having only 1 user on their repeater. One possible
replacement site is Department of Natural Resources, which
is across the road from present site. There is an opportunity
to take over a Manitoba Digital Emergency Communications
Group site at Minnedosa. MDECG is ceasing operations.
&
& VE4EMB at Hadashville, is tuned and ready to go. It will
be returned to the air soon
& VE4GIM at Gimli, will have a new MSR2000 VHF
repeater installed soon. A group of amateurs at
Manogotagan requested that they be allowed to link
their repeater with VE4GIM. They will provide radios etc
for their end, MRS will provide a port on our controller
and link radios in Gimli.
& VE4MAN at Starbuck has a new MSR2000 VHF repeater
ready to go. It will be installed, once CN Rail releases a
promised cabinet. The cabinet at VE4MAN is not large
enough for the MSR2000 and the other equipment on
site.
& VE4WRS the phone patch in Winnipeg is working okay,
with little use.
& VE4MIL at Milner Ridge is working well
& VE4WPG in Winnipeg is working well. VE4HAY
described the ongoing saga of our difficulties getting
permission to replace two masts with a tower atop the
Richardson Building
1 MRS will be purchasing 1 more MSR2000 VHF repeater
from Murray Ronald VE4RE of Prairie Mobile in 2003.
1 VE3EXT is re-writing the Pinetree System manual.
Completion date not known
1 The MRS user guide is on our website. It has been
updated, complete with new maps

J
J
J

Albert Bakker VE4AJB asked several questions about
the reasons for linking with Manigotagan group.
VE4HAY replied that their group requested a link for
emergency purposes, and that our controller has ports
available for Manigotagan and for the Interlake group,
should they decide to link with us. The cost to MRS will
be minimal, since the radios and controllers are already
in our inventory.
Keith Beach VE4KK asked about a link to Portage la
Prairie
VE4HAY answered that MRS is interested in such a link
VE4KK continued that MDECG was turning over their
site and equipment in Portage to the Portage club.
Frequency 147.165 MHZ + offset.
VE4HAY asked for the coverage of this repeater
VE4UZ said it was at least to Austin
New Business
VE4AJB asked for names of current MRS executive
VE4HAY gave list
End of New Business
Special Guest

BJ Madsen, VE5FX Midwest Director for Radio
Amateurs of Canada made a presentation encouraging more
amateurs to become members of RAC. Only 13% are
presently members.
Peter VE4AEZ asked whether RAC has a relationship
with ARRL
BJ responded yes and gave some details
VE4HAY advised that he forwarded VE5FX newsletter
to all E-mail members of MRS
Good & Welfare
VE4EN asked about status of MDECG
Dick Holder VE4QK advised that MDECG was defunct.
No members this year. The group will be selling all its
equipment and donating to a worthy amateur cause.
A question was asked concerning the date for the
WARC Flea Market
Glen Napady VE4GWN will check and post on the
WARC website.
VE4GWN suggested that MRS should publish a sheet
to explain how the blue visor card is to be used.
VE4EN stated that all necessary information is in the
MRS users guide, and handed out several copies
No further business - Adjourned VE4EN 3:19 pm
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Technical Committee
Submitted by Gord, VE4GLS
The MRS repeater network has changed somewhat
since the last report. A new link system connecting VE4GIM
at Gimli, replaced the original GIMðVJ link that wasn't
working for some time. This involved a couple of trips out to
Gimli and several trips up to the top of the Richardson
Building in Winnipeg to get everything sorted out.
VE4FAL, Freq. 146.64- MHz:
The Falcon Lake repeater is working but the noise
problems reported last time is still an issue. The Technical
committee(s) from both Pinetree and MRS are aware and
hope to address this noise problem soon. Link #2 (402) is
normally left off to separate the Pinetree System from the
MRS system. This link can be brought up any time, but
remember to take it down (420) after finishing your
conversation.
VE4EMB, Freq. 147.36+ MHz:
The Hadashville repeater is not on the air at the time of
writing this, but we hope to have it up shortly. We plan on
linking this repeater to Falcon Lake using the VE4FAL VHF
output/input. Yori, VE4ACX, is working on a system that will
allow this sort of linking to minimize disturbance to the FAL
site, and multiplexing the signals on the EMB end allows the
use of one antenna for both the repeater and the link. MTS
(owners of the tower at Hadashville) limits our access to one
antenna only.
VE4MIL, Freq. 145.21- MHz:
The Milner Ridge repeater has been working flawlessly.
We plan on replacing the General Electric Exec II transceiver
with one of the Motorola MSR-2000 repeater radios we have
acquired, sometime in late spring / early summer. This will
increase the repeater's output from around 10 watts to 30
watts. This is part of our plan of slowly phasing out the old
GE radios prevalent in our system.
VE4WPG, Freq. 147.39- MHz:
The Winnipeg repeater system, as reported above, has
expanded further to include link #4 allowing a connection to
Gimli. This involved tuning, crystalling another UHF Micor
transceiver, antenna, and more program changes to the
controller. A few extra controller cards were also needed to
complete the configuration and get everything up and
running. We will have to watch over the next while as there
could be some interaction between links causing feedback
noise etc. Attenuators may be required on one or two of the
inputs to cut down on reception of some of this feedback, as
well as spurious signals from other sources nearby. We
have also been experimenting with some controller firmware
at the WPG site because it is the easiest site for us to

Page - 4

access. There may be some glitches during the next while as
programming is being done, or links are not functioning as
they should, etc. We hope to have this rectified soon.
VE4VJ, Freq. 443.5+ MHz:
Our UHF repeater, it was replaced with a newer
Motorola Micor repeater radio a few months ago increasing
it's range dramatically, even though the RF output to the
antenna is only 1 watt (approximately). We do have a power
amplifier for this repeater and if it works out the power
output should increase to around 15 watts. As is, it covers a
50 km or more radius around the city, depending on
topography. This link is normally connected with the rest of
the system backbone and works as a normal repeater.
Anyone with UHF capability is encouraged to try it out!
VE4WRS, Freq. 145.45 MHz (simplex autopatch)
(*35=up #35=down)
The autopatch is seeing less use with the proliferation
of cellular telephones but it is ready to go when ever it is
needed. It does work well and coverage is similar to
VE4WPG since it is multiplexed into the same antenna. The
executive has discussed shutting down the autopatch
because of the expenses involved and lack of use. We will
again be discussing this at the upcoming General Meeting.
VE4GIM, Freq. 146.85- MHz:
The Gimli repeater has gone through a major overhaul
and now sports an MSR series Motorola repeater
transceiver, Micor link radio, and Palomar controller capable
of up to 3 links (1 currently in use). The VHF output and
sensitivity should be improved quite a bit over the previous
set-up. The link is also much more dependable with the new
frequency pair a better path than the old set-up. Both sites
(Gimli and Winnipeg) now use a high gain yagi for linking.
The VHF antenna at the site will be relocated on top of a
tower sometime in the "warmer" season to increase range
further for repeater coverage.
VE4MAN, Freq. 146.61- MHz:
The Starbuck repeater system has been working well as
of late. There has been some trouble with the VHF receive
sensitivity causing intermittently poor signals from weaker
stations especially on the fringe of coverage. We do have a
Motorola MSR series repeater transceiver slated to be
installed at VE4MAN which should fix this problem and
maybe increase coverage a bit. Link #2 to PLP has been
disabled until we find a new site for VE4NEP.
VE4CDN, Freq. 145.27- MHz:
The Morris repeater was down for about a month during
the winter for repairs. The duplexer filters for the VHF
transmit side needed servicing. The harness was repaired
and filters re-tuned, and the repeater was back up on the air
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on March 5th. There is now a consistent 3w out of the
duplexer so signals should be a bit better than before. We
are looking for a "low split" radio for this site that will cover
the lower part of the repeater sub-band without major
modifications. The PA of the existing radio may have been
damaged driving the duplexer system that was out of tune.
The link transceiver transmitter at Starbuck (link #3) to
Morris is experiencing sporadic dropouts. This problem
seems to show up as the link transmitter warms up and
improves as the radio stabilizes. We hope to fix this at the
same time the new radio is installed at Starbuck.
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of Portage. Some test equipment would be an asset but not a
requirement, and preferred to have an advanced amateur
license qualification. You have to remember that this is a
hobby and even the technical crew has a personal life.
Please contact Yori or myself (ve4gls@rac.ca) if you are
interested.

Mutual Agreement Systems
PineTree

VE4PLP (link repeater):
The Portage La Prairie site is still there, ready to link to
something out west that doesn't exist right now. A link to
the Portage repeater VE4PTG is on the to-do list for this site
to further cover the Trans-Canada highway and area in
Western Manitoba. We plan on replacing the existing
controller with our last Palomar RBC series controller to
allow this site to function as a hub for better linking
capability. This site has a new cabinet that was installed last
spring. This cabinet will allow at least one more radio (link or
repeater) and it's power supply. Manitoba Hydro (who
allows us access to their site) just installed a new generator
capable of 40+ kW, so we should almost have enough
backup for our equipment.

Dryden, VE3DRY, 147.255+, repeater is running good
other than some minor tweaks to the programming on the
Link Communications RLC-3 controller. In a couple of weeks,
we will be installing an ARPS nod in Dryden. The equipment
is ready, just have to put an antenna up. There is going to
be about 6 of us running it locally plus whomever comes
through Dryden. The VE3YHD, 53.150-, is up and down
having receiver problems with the UHF link split sight link. I
am looking for a set of duplexers for it. If cavities can't be
fond, I will try to build a set of 6 coaxial notch duplexers from
1-5/8" heliax, each @ 4' long if I can come up with about 25 30' of leftover heliax,
http://www.dallas.net/~jvpoll/dup6m/dup6m.html.

VE4NEP, Freq. 147.21+ MHz:
The (formerly) Neepawa repeater has been retired until
we can find a new home for it.

If anyone has any that they are throwing out, please
contact me, va3ext @rac.ca

New Projects:
We have inquired about a couple of sites, one close to
where the Neepawa repeater used to be, and/or another site
close to Bruexelles. Our priority is to link back into Brandon
to provide 2m communications between the two major cities
of Manitoba and along the Trans- Canada Highway. One
idea we have discussed is to move the VE4PLP link repeater
to Bruexelles, allowing one hop between Starbuck and the
VE4TED repeater in Brandon. Portage and Minnedosa might
also be linked in eventually, as well as something at
Neepawa again. We have also received permission to locate
a linking system at the Amateur Radio Museum in Austin,
which could be tied to any future repeaters in Brandon,
Neepawa, Minnedosa or Portage. We hope to have some
news for the next report, but these sort of arrangements
seem to take lots of time...
The MRS Technical Committee needs technicians to
help with setting up and maintaining the system. Some of
our rural repeater locations are very remote so traveling time
and fuel expenses are a major factor in servicing these
repeaters. One person capable of maintaining one or two
sites would be very helpful, especially for our repeaters west

We are going to get the Ignace repeater, VA3IGN, 147.180+,
back up and running as soon as weather permits. The
building at Trans Canada Pipeline Station #58, where the
repeater was located, was taken out of service. We will be
moving it to another building but have to put up about 30 40 " of tower to keep the height that we had from the
previous installation. Once this is done we will be working
on the UHF link to Ignace.
Camp Robinson, VE3VBY, 145.310-, had been keying up on
it's own. Richard from Kenora Mobile Communications, was
there last week and found the squelch was set a bit too tight.
He adjusted it and thing are running fine. It can be remote
base connected to Dryden, VE3DRY, 147.255+, by turning
on Link #5, local from Dryden.
Kenora Mobile Communications helped out Red Lake,
VE3RLD, 147.000+, by allowing them to mulit-couple the
repeater to Kenora Mobile Communications commercial
repeater on the 200' tower just South of Red Lake. It is
working great. With the Camp Robinson and Red Lake
repeater, there is now coverage along all of HWY 105 from
Vermilion Bay to Red Lake.
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Bear Paw, VA3BPL, 145.425-, is working but range is down.
It can be remote base connected to Dryden, VE3DRY,
147.255+, by turning controlling Link #4, local from Dryden.
With a trip south of Dryden, early this winter, it was found
the SWR was quite high. In the spring it will have to get
some attention, either a connection has worked it's way
loose in from the heat and cold, or their is some water in the
7/8" heliax. Spring will tell.
With help from Kenora Mobile Communications, Fort
Frances, VE3RLC, 146.820-, repeater is running better than
ever. A donated GE Exec II from Kenora Mobile
Communications, along with tuning the equipment, it's
working great. The existing Palomar controllers from Fort
and Black Hawk were sold so their is no UHF link between
the two. With another donated GE Exec II from Kenora
Mobile Communications, the Black Hawk, VE3RBK,
147.060+, will be back in service in a few weeks. Both of the
existing radios from Fort and Black Hawk took hits from
lightning this fall and were not repairable.
Sioux Lookout, VE3YXL, 146.850-, is running fine. The old
duplexers from VE3DRY were re tuned for Sioux Lookout and
will be installed this spring. The existing Resloc duplexers
have always had slight decense, so we thought we would
rectify the problem with a 6 cavity duplexer.
Adi Linden, VA3ADI of Sioux lookout has a IRLP link on
147.315+. It is running on split at the moment, and will get
the old re tuned Resloc duplexers from VE3YXL when the
switch is made.
Upsala, VE3TBB 145.470-, is down due to the move of the
Doppler radar tower that it was on. This summer, Thunder
Bay club is looking for a new location to put it on.
The new version manual of The Pine Tree Intertie, was put
on hold, but I will soon be getting back to finish it.
Plans for Camp 807, this year in Dryden are underway.
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Manitoba ARES Report
Submitted by Jeff, VE4MBQ
Manitoba ARES is piloting an HF Readiness Net, first
Sunday of the month (eg, 2 MAR, 6 APR, 4 MAY, etc) at
1400h local. Net starts on 40m (7070 KHz) with 80m alternate
(3735 KHz). A 20m frequency is under consideration
(perhaps 14.140 MHz). VE4EDU in Winnipeg is VHF liaison
repeater, once link repeater is repaired at EDU, DARC link
system will be utilized for VHF.
Participants in MEPN and MMWX Net were asked
several times this past winter for specific reports by PSPC
Severe Weather Forecasters. We are working with MMWX
Net Manager Garry Barbour VE4KGB so that the daily
“product” of the Net is collated and sent to PSPC for use.
CANWARN Spotter Training will be held SAT 10 MAY.
New Spotter/Refresher Training at 0900h, Advanced Spotter
Training at 1300h at the Prairie Storm Prediction Centre
(PSPC), located 4th Floor, 123 Main Street (Union Station).
Anyone interested in attending should register thru their
local EC by WED 23 APR, please indicate whether you are
attending morning or afternoon or both sessions. The
Advanced Training class will have the opportunity to do
some weather forecasting. Local ECs are asked to send their
list of Amateurs attending to MBQ by MON 28 APR. Please
note, you DON'T have to be an ARES member to attend
Spotter Training. The CANWARN Summer Severe Weather
“season” in southern Manitoba will run MON 12 MAY thru
SUN 07 SEP 2003. ARES Net Controllers will be on-call and
available for VE4WWO at PSPC 0930-2130h daily.
Amateurs in southern Manitoba are asked to consider
volunteering for the Manitoba Marathon SUN 15 JUN,
approximately 0600-1300h. If interested in volunteering
please contact Robert Stegmaier VE4RST ASAP, work
telephone 982-9600, feel free to leave voice mail after hours,
or e-mail Robert: ftphysio@mb.sympatico.ca

http://camp807.tripod.com/
With a limited membership of @ 75, we are doing the
best we can with a lot on our plate
DARC
The link to the Dauphin system has been down for a
long time. We have had no contact with this group either.
Our end is still working but the problem appears to be at
woodlands. When and if we hear something we will let you
know what is happening.

VE4JOP
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Autopatch vs. IRLP
By Derek, VE4HAY
The Manitoba Repeater Society is now currently
providing an autopatch for its members to use and has been
doing so for many, many years. But is it being used? Not
just once in a while, but often enough to justify the almost
$50.00 per month it costs us to maintain just the telephone
line, not to mentions the transceiver and other associated
parts. Should the autopatch continue to exist? With the
proliferation of cell phones out there, is the autopatch still
providing the service it was intend to so when it was
installed. True, it is there in the time of an emergency. But,
could you not track down a cell phone or stop maybe two
cars and at least one of them has a cell phone? Or could you
not just get on the VE4WPG repeater, and put out a call that
you would like someone to make an emergency call for you?
I mean really, when was the last time it he autopatch was
used for an emergency. I have not heard of anyone using it
in that form for at least 8 or more years. Does anyone know
of a more recent event? OK maybe not all calls on the
autopatch are for emergency purposes. They could just as
easily be for personal use for those who do not have a cell
phone. You know, a quick call home to say you on the way
or your slightly delayed. But if the autopatch was not there,
would you still survive? Would you need to still make that
call Would the call justify $50.00 per month the MRS is
paying for the line? Could you not find a pay phone? Or
better yet, could you not ask someone to pass some traffic
for you? Remember the national traffic system?
I’m not
saying to make it formal, but simply just ask someone to
relay a message for you and then return with the response.
Could that money be better spent? Something that
would benefit more members, not jut the few who are using
the autopatch now. Should the Autopatch be turned into an
IRLP node? Yes the UMARS people are currently running
an IRLP node. But there is no rule that says you can’t have
two of them in one town. I mean look at all the repeaters that
exist now. More than we really need, but still nice to have a
choice. If you have sched arranged and someone is using
the repeater, do you break in, just to have a routine QSO, or
do you wait? Or did you break in and QSY to another
frequency and thank for OM’s for the break. So why not do
the same with IRLP. Why not have two nodes, so that one
should be available for your use. What would it cost us?
Without much research it would cost a IRLP board to be
purchased, someone to donate a old computer, and the use
of a internet connection. Dial-up would work but is not
reliable enough for this purpose, but DSL-lite would be more
than enough for this purpose. Just the question of how to
get DSL-lite or some other similar connection without paying
for the telephone line. Could we sponge off an existing
telephone line from our host site, just to be the carrier of the
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DSL signal. Or do we have SHAW install their lite version
which requires no telephone service. Either way it is still
possible to do this without any additional monthly expense
than what we are currently paying.
Please think about this, and how you currently use the
autopatch. It can be discussed at the Annual General
Meeting. And if the members wish a change the executive
can be tasked to look further into it.

2003 Manitoba Marathon
Volunteer Request Reminder
The planning for the 2003 Manitoba
Marathon is again in full swing. This years
Manitoba Marathon will be held on Fathers Day,
Sunday, June 15th. I would like to thank those
people who have already contacted me and have
volunteered for this year’s marathon. In the next
few weeks the marathon organizing committee
will be asking for more amateurs to volunteer
their time. Announcements will be made through
the WARC newsletter as well as MRS and WSC
nets. Also, I will be contacting past volunteers
directly by phone. However, if possible, do not
wait until you are contacted. If you are
considering volunteering or know that you will, I
would appreciate that you contact me. You may
do this by the following:
E-mail: ftphysio@mb.sympatico.ca
Phone
982-9600
(if answering machine please leave message)
Please leave the following required information:
1 If and when you last volunteered for the
Manitoba Marathon
1 Your call sign and your name
1 Your, last position posted at the marathon
and if you wish to volunteer there again.
1 Your phone number and time to contact you
1 If you wish to be or not be posted with
someone in particular
1 Your T-shirt size
Also, if you know anyone that has not
volunteered in the past, please let me know and I
will be happy to contact them.
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International HamFest
40th. Anniversary
July 11-13, 2003
At the International Peace Garden. This year
is the 40th anniversary of the International Ham
Fest and this year promises to be the best one
yet. Each registrant will receive a monogrammed
mouse pad as well as a chance to win one of many
great prizes including HF and VHF radios (ht's
and mobiles). Come on out for the weekend and
take part in all the activities. I am sure there will be
a great flea market as usual where one can pick up
some great bargains for the ham shack. Let's break
all previous attendance records and make this one
the best yet. The registration fee is still only
$13.00 Canadian funds.
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The group has purchased a brand new Phillips/Pye 70
cm rack mount transmitter/Receiver for the repeater. This will
replace the old unit and will coexist in a new cabinet donated
by Ron VE4QE. We don't know if xtals are required for the
new repeater as there are three models, one of which is diode
matrix. This will be determined when the unit arrives perhaps
by Friday this week. Cleaning and tuning of the equipment
is/will be ongoing.
A Dual band 2m/70cm antenna is ready for installation.
And the link antenna for VE4MIL connection is starting to
emerge from the snow drift and will be installed as soon as
weather and paperwork allows.
Xtals have been ordered for the APRS digi and Mitrek
60 watt rig has been donated by Ron VE4QE. Side mount
antenna to be arranged as well as Mic-E access from 2m and
possibly 70 cm.
The long range plan is to erect a 120' self supporting
structure in the City of Selkirk Public Works Yard.

Membership Committee
By Roy, VE4EN
There seems to be a gradual decline in our paid
memberships the past few years. To date there are 140 paid
members for the year 2003. Many of you are seldom are
heard using the repeaters, yet continue to support the MRS,
for this we thank you very much. There is also a good
number of users who do not contribute to the club, to these
people I would like to ask that they consider joining MRS
and your $25 would insure the continued upkeep of the
system. If you hear an amateur Operator who is using the
system as them if they are members and if so, thank them for
their support and if not explain the benefits of joining, like
using the repeater they are currently on. Also invite a fellow
HAM to join.

If things go as planned we should have some
semblance of operation very soon. Many thanks to Ron
VE4QE for all of his work and assistance. Thanks as well to
Brad VE4PI for his assistance.

VE4MBR repeater status.
By Bill VE4UB
Paperwork should be signed this week for tower and
building access at the old RCMP town site. The Triple ‘S’
group have been granted exclusive use of the old secure
interview room. Two 15 amp circuits need to be run into the
room, as there is no power in the room at this time. The
hard-line from present termination point will have to extend
via the ceiling ducts as well. Negotiations for after hour
access to present telephone lines (local only) for Autopatch
use are under way.

337101 Philips/Pye RX-815 Rack Mount UHF Base
Station Receiver, 440-470 MHz, 110/240 VAC Operation,
New in box
337103 Philips/Pye TX-815 Rack Mount UHF Base
Station Transmitter, 440-470 MHz with Power Supply
New in Boxes

The Manitoba Repeater Society
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News from the Winnipeg Seniors’ Radio Club
by Adam Romanchuk, VE4SN
It's been a long, cold wait but by all appearances, Spring
has finally made an appearance. The snow is rapidly
disappearing, the water is filling the streets and maybe a few
basements as well and all cars are sporting a thick coat of
mud, which is useless to wash off at this time of year. Just
maybe I'll be able to repair the ladder line of my G5RV
antenna, which has hung listless along the side of the tower
for most part of the winter.
Perhaps the warmer weather has prompted some of our
membership to rouse up from hibernation and attend Club
events. Our monthly breakfast was held on March 13th at
the Garden City Inn with a total of 35 persons attending.
Winner of the free breakfast was Ken Fry, VE4KEF.
Our 4th annual Chili Cook-off held on February 26th
also attracted 35 persons. Everyone had a great time and
appetites were very apparent by the stack of empty
containers at the end of the day. Once again, our perennial
winner, Gladys Haldane-Wilsone VE4GE took first
prize. Second prize went to Helen Agar, XYL of John VE4EI
and third prize to Kerri Barclay VE4EEE. Honourable mention
was given to entries by Ruth Mills VE4XYL and Beryl
Frederick, XYL of Past President Gil VE4AG. The three
judges were Paul Champagne VE4OPC, George Gillespie
VE4GNG and Irene Henderson, XYL of Treasurer Ed
VE4YU. Congratulations to Alf Keber VE4ALF for
coordinating a very successful event and to all who assisted
in making it so.
The CW Course is now concluded with seven
successful candidates who passed the required 5 wpm
exam. They were; Natalie Hasell VE4NAT, Darwin
Duckworth VE4DKY, Dave Carlsen VE4WXG, Ted Vidler
VE4VID, Bruce Folkett VE4BMF, Kevin Podaima VE4AHN
and Roger Stokes who has yet to obtain his call sign. Others
who were close to passing will no doubt try again in the near
future.
At the March Executive Board meeting two new
members were welcomed into the Club. They were: Ed
Oakes VE4OAK and Jerry Urquhart VE4JU. Total club
membership now stands at 188.
That's about it for this time around. Keep dry everyone
and good hunting on the bands.

World Amateur Radio Day
April 18th, 2003
“Amateur
Radio
supporting
technology education in the classroom" is
the theme this year for World Amateur
Radio Day on April 18, 2003 which marks
the anniversary of the founding of the
IARU in 1925.

News from the Net
WILL HAM RADIO BE SHUT DOWN IF WAR IS
DECLARED?
Some amateurs have been wondering if the FCC will
shut down Amateur Radio in the event that war breaks out
in the Middle East. The short answer is "no."
Just prior to the Gulf War, §214.4(b)(4) of Title 47 of the
Code of Federal Regulations was deleted. This section had
mandated the closing of all Amateur Radio stations except
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) stations in
the event that the president proclaimed a war or national
emergency. The last time Amateur Radio was shut down was
during World War II, although the FCC continued to give
Amateur Radio examinations.
While the Amateur Radio Service will not automatically
be shut down if the president invokes the War Powers Act,
Amateur Radio licensees must continue to observe any
directives the FCC may issue in the interests of national
security and of making spectrum available for government
use.
The FCC is directed to work in coordination with the
National
Telecommunications
and
Information
Administration (NTIA) to issue "appropriate rules,
regulations, orders and instructions" for use of the spectrum
"as may be necessary to ensure the effective use of those
portions of the radio spectrum shared by government and
non-government users." Amateurs share most UHF
allocations with the US government. --ARRL

Spring Flea Market - April 27th
Details are still to come out - Watch next months Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club Newscaster.
However if you are looking to book a table then please get in touch with Ed VE4EIH

The Manitoba Repeater Society
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Election of Officers
By Dick, VE4HK
The following amateurs have allowed their names to
stand for executive positions in the Manitoba Repeater
Society for the 2003-04 year.
Ed Richardson
Gord Snarr
Paula Ehn
Roy Maguire
Fred Venema
Walter Bezpalko
Yori Tsuji
Dick Maguire

VE4EAR
VE4GLS
VE4MHZ
VE4EN
VE4FV
VE4VB
VE4ACX
VE4HK

MRS Logo
The final vote for the new MRS logo will be at
the next Annual General Meeting in April. You
can vote at the meeting or via the MRS web
site at http://ve4.net/mrs. Each MRS members
can only vote once. Only members at the
meeting who have not voted via the web site
will be eligible to vote at the meeting.

I have spoken to a couple of other possible candidates.
I will advise on the MRS nets if they agree in next few days.

Editors Ramblings
By Derek VE4HAY

If you are interested in taking an position in the
Manitoba Repeater Society, or wish to nominate someone,
then please give me a call. As a candidate you will need to
be a current paid member of the Manitoba Repeater Society,
and must agree in writing to let your name stand. So if you
are going to nominate someone, make sure they know about
it

Did you Know
Looking for help on repeater usage, then check out this
very useful guide

http://ve4.net/mrs/docs/guide.pdf

Application for Membership
Attn. MRS Membership Chairperson
C/O Winnipeg Seniors Citizens Radio Club
598 St. Mary's Road
Winnipeg, MB R2M 3L5
Name:

Call Sign

Address:
City:

Prov:

Phone:
$25.00

Calendar Year Ending:
Certificate Required:
Membership card required

Postal Code:

E-mail:
Members - (ending Dec 31, new members pro-rated)
$10.00 Addn'l Family Member
Total

M.R.S. Current Fee Schedule
Pro-rated quarterly-new members only
Membership expires Dec 31 of current year

Family membership is for each additional member residing at the January to December
April - December
same residence as the initial member.
July to December
October to December
Newsletter and any notices will be e-mailed if address provided

Regular

$25.00
$18.75
$12.50
$ 6.25

